Colour
Colour plays a major role in determining the quality of a diamond. A diamond acts as a prism, dividing light into a spectrum of colours
and disperses this light as colourful flashes called ‘fire’.
"White" diamonds, although appearing colourless, can have slight tones of yellow and brown. As these tones become more easily apparent,
the rarity and value of the diamond decreases. D is the highest grade and indicates a completely colourless diamond.
J - K are slightly tinted white – Z indicates a strong yellow tinge.
Strongly coloured diamonds called
'fancies' have colours ranging from
intense yellow through to blue, green, pink
and red. These diamonds are extremely
rare and valuable.

Cut
The cut (or "Make") of a diamond is a most important feature. Cut refers to the angles and proportions a skilled craftsperson creates in
transforming a rough diamond into a polished diamond and is not a reference to the shape of the stone. Even if a diamond has the
highest colour and clarity, a poor cut will result in the diamond having a dulled brilliance.
A well proportioned diamond follows strict mathematical proportions. The light entering the diamond from the top will be internally
reflected from one facet to another within the diamond before being refracted back through the top, and returned to the eye of the
observer, giving the stone maximum brilliance, scintillation and fire.

Carat
The weight of a diamond is always expressed in carats, (one carat equals 200 milligrams). This is further broken down into points,
100 points equals one carat.
Diamond weight is always recorded to 2 decimal
places in carats, or as the number of points.
For example, a half carat stone can be described
as 0.50ct or 50 points.

Clarity
The clarity or purity of diamonds is determined according to the effect that inclusions and marks have on the appearance of the stone
when viewed face up at 10x magnification.
The size, colour, number, location and general visibility of any internal inclusions or external markings are taken into account in determining
the clarity grade of the diamond. Inclusions are ranked on a scale of perfection, ranging from FL (Flawless - no internal or external inclusions
visible under x10 magnification) to P (Pique) or I (Included) inclusions visible with the naked eye. If the inclusions are not visible to
the naked eye, the diamond is deemed 'eye clean'. (Note: The term LC (Loupe Clean) may also be used to cover FL and IF by some
grading systems).
The position of inclusions is important in choosing a diamond. Some inclusions at or near the edge, can be hidden by a mount and
therefore have a lesser effect on the beauty of a diamond. An inclusion in the middle or top of a diamond, however, could be more
visible and have more impact on its appearance making the diamond less attractive.

A diamond can be cut to retain maximum weight and to create the illusion of size, but this results in a loss of brilliance.
If cut too deep, light will escape through the bottom facets and the centre of the diamond will appear dark. If the stone is cut too
shallow, the light will also escape through the bottom facets, giving the diamond a watery or glassy appearance.
A well cut diamond will internally reflect light from one facet to another and disperse and reflect it through the top of the stone,
maximizing the brilliance as well as the fire of the stone.

The Gemmological Association
of Australia (GAA)
The Gemmological Association of Australia was founded in 1945
by a small group of people passionate about promoting the study
of gemstones to the jewellery trade. Since then, the GAA has
grown into Australia's leading educator to the jewellery and
associated industries providing professionally run government
accredited courses in each State.

Gem Studies Laborator y (GSL)
GSL (Gem Studies Laboratory) was started over twenty years ago
to meet the demand in Australia for a first-rate diamond laboratory.
Today it has become the best known independent diamond
certification and gem identification laboratory in Australia.
Our clients come to us for our experience and qualifications,
but most importantly for our commitment to customer service.

The GAA also offers instruction in a wide range of different
courses such as Diploma of Gemmological Studies, jewellery
sketching, pearl threading, and diamond grading, as well as a
number of short courses specifically designed for the general
public as well as jewellery store consultants.

Jewellery retailers, manufacturers and wholesalers all use the
services provided by GSL, along with diamond and gemstone
impor ters, Australian Customs, the NSW and Federal Police
Forces, the Department of Public Prosecutions, antique dealers
and Australia's foremost Auction houses.

To become a better-informed member of the public or advance
a career in the jewellery industry, the GAA offers a course to suit
your needs.

"The people who bring their valuables to GSL
come for certainty. We take our clients' trust very
seriously and have built our reputation on it."

Success, knowledge and confidence are your rewards
for studying with the GAA.

With our genuine commitment to the Australian gem and
jewellery industry, and our desire to improve and enrich it, we use
the latest equipment and the most sophisticated instruments
that allow us to offer a wide range of services to our clients.
These include:
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Diamond Certification
Diamond Fingerprinting
Pearl X-ray Testing
Gemstone Authentication
Gem & Jewellery Photography
GSL's Australian Opal and Gemstone
Photographic Library

DIAMOND GRADING
THE 4Cs
The Gemmological Association
of Australia’s Guide to
Diamond Grading

The GAA & GSL
In 2003 GSL and GAA formed a historic alliance as part of our
ongoing commitment to the Australian gem and jewellery industry.
GAA's endorsement of GSL as its diamond certification and gem
testing laboratory ensures that our facilities meet the highest
standards and that all techniques and equipment used in our
laboratory are state-of-the-ar t and in line with the latest
international standards.

For detailed information about courses run in each State ,
visit www.gem.org.au or email: federal@gem.org.au
NSW (02) 9264 5078
QLD (07) 3357 1088
WA (08) 9385 5489

The complete gem testing
laborator y

VIC (03) 9326 6160
SA (08) 8227 1377
TAS (03) 6261 4233
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